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Brain Imaging Sudies o Semantic Representations in Bilinguals

ZHANG Huijuan LI Lianing ZHOU Xiadin
( Center for Brain and Cognitive Science, and Department d Psychology , Peking University, Bdjing, 100871)

Abdract The authors review current brain imaging (fMRI and PET ) dudies of semartic representations in
bilinguals and point out that the three issues have taken centra ground in these gudies: (1) whether smantic
representations of different languages have identica neurd mechanisms?(2) What dfects do the prdficiency in
languages and the age of second language acquidtion have on ssmantic representation in the brain 2(3) Which
brain areas are regponshble for the snitching and trandation between languages ? And whether these areas are
devoted exclusvely to language smvitching and@r trandation ?
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